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January 15, 2010
Re: Snow, missing sidewalks can make streets impassable for disabled — Jan. 12
The safety of pedestrians, including all those who use assisted mobility devices, is a responsibility shared by every one of us, including our municipal and regional governments. The policy-makers in Kitchener, Waterloo, Cambridge and Waterloo Region are responsible for creating and maintaining pedestrian infrastructure that enables all citizens — regardless of age, mobility, income, location — to be able to move around safely no matter what time of year.

In at least one of the four collisions involving motor vehicles and pedestrians this week — in this case the death of a person who used a wheelchair — the absence of sidewalks on a regional road played a role. What is the rationale for not providing sidewalks on all city and regional roads? What is the rationale for not providing ample safe places for people to cross? And what is the rationale for Kitchener, Waterloo, Cambridge and Waterloo Region not taking the clearing of sidewalks as seriously as road snow- and ice-removal in the winter? These are achievable things that our municipal and regional councils must choose to prioritize, and that we as citizens must demonstrate we support.

Our local governments must take on their share of responsibility for the safety of citizens who cannot or choose not to drive by funding pedestrian infrastructure and supporting policy that will not only reduce pedestrian injury, death and all the serious associated costs, but also increase the number of people who choose to walk.

Petra Hroch

Kitchener

On behalf of the Pedestrian Charter Steering Committee

