








Agriculture at rare

By Amanda Newell
Gardens & Building Projects Manager, rare Charitable Research Reserve

at is a farm? It's more than fields growing crops.

Wgome farms have livestock too. The ones | grew

up with have hedgerows, and tracts of forests,
and water features such as streams, ponds, wetlands and
sometimes rivers. They have lanes, out-buildings, houses,
and an office. They sometimes have a greenhouse,
and most have flower and vegetable gardens. They are
managed and supported by people who care for the land
they depend upon. They feed people. They are part of a
community.

How is rare different from this description? It's not!

Since the area was settled in the mid-1800s, the estate
lands now called rare were worked to be agriculturally
productive. They’ve supported prize winning horses and
cattle breeds, grains, and fruit trees. Although business
models and focuses have changed over the decades,
there has been a steady vision to manage the lands in a
way that incorporates the overall ecological integrity of the
area since the charity began stewardship in 2001.

Beyond the 179 acres that are currently worked by a

local farmer, rare is a farm and more. Wide hedgerows
reminiscent of yesteryears are being conserved and
restored, not only because they are beautiful, but because
they support biodiversity and soil health. Tracts of

forests once used for fuel and lumber are now protected
in perpetuity, able to be enjoyed by walking the trails.
Waterways are restored and studied. Lanes lead to
research and garden plots, and buildings for staff and
educational resources. Our office in historical Lamb’s Inn is
the brain of it all. Ideas, knowledge, and opportunities are
cultivated here by staff, advisers, visitors, volunteers, and
other members of the greater rare community.

Through a little trial and error, rare has found a way to
preserve agricultural heritage, support sustainability in
food systems, meet organizational goals, and involve
community members in a meaningful way. In 2002 and
2003, the beginnings of an organic farm got underway,
and in 2004 and 2005 vegetables and herbs were
being produced and sold through farmers’ markets

and a Community Shared Agriculture (CSA) program.

In 2006, the CSA moved to Springbank Farms, and
continued through the 2007 season. At this point, it was
clear that although rare was serving the community and
the environment through the production of ecologically
responsible food, the effort was taking up too many
resources to meet education and community involvement
goals.

At the end of the 2007 season, the CSA was
retired and new plans were underway to create a

Tomatoes await their harvest at the Community Gardens of rare's
Springbank Farm. Photo by Barry Finnen.

bustling hub of activity focused on nature, gardening,

and local food at Springbank Farms. Today there are 70
community garden plots worked by friends and neighbours,
as well as education and demonstration gardens planted
and tended by students from all over the Waterloo Region.
The landscape of Springbank allows rare to share the

land with people invested in its well-being and provides a
beautiful setting to inspire and teach visitors.

Aside from Springbank, rare is now in a position to
consider deeply how agriculture will be managed in

the future, especially as it relates to conservation of
biodiversity. There is much work to be done in the world
regarding sustainable food systems and ecology, and rare
is very excited about future research projects, partnerships,
and undertakings that will lead and be a model in the
Region and beyond.
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A Decade of Fundraising: It All Adds Up

of those years. As | look at your name, along with

hundreds of others, scrolling by on our supporters
and friends list, | am overwhelmed by the amazing support
that has preserved nearly 1,000 acres of natural landscape
in the midst of one of the fastest-growing urban areas in the
country.

Our 10th Birthday! Happily, I've been at rare for eight

We all have our reasons for appreciating what is rare. | can
take a break from my desk by going for a stroll on trails that
pass trees over 240 years old or bring Maya and Will out on
the weekend to help with the gardens and learn about food.
But there is Roger in California who isn’t close enough to
visit, but thought his donation dollars could still help. There
are Paul and Rita Ross whose children are now working

or in University and weekend visits are full of activities

that don’t often allow for calm walks but who understand
the importance of the Reserve for the community and its
children. George is an avid birder. Janet makes donations
each December in honour of her children’s teachers. And
there is Ruby McMullen who at 94 can still drive out for a
visit, but she says her trail-walking days are over. | could fill
many pages with names and widely-varying circumstances
but they all have one thing in common — each and every
one of the more than 1,000 donors have made or continue
to make gifts to rare to ensure these lands are here for our
environment’s health and our community’s quality of life.

With autumn now here, and all the school groups visiting,
it seems time to provide you with a Report Card of how
we've done so far on our major campaign, rare: A Natural
Investment, with its goal of $17 million.

That goal of $17 million may seem awfully big but, as with
most big jobs, once broken down into a series of smaller
jobs it becomes less daunting. Over the past 10 years
we've had a series of mini-campaigns. And when | tell you
how much all those successfully-completed goals have
added up to, | think you will be as encouraged as all of us at
rare are.

Do you remember the “rare to me” campaign? It projected
colourful images of diversity and health that are at the
basis of our programs and it allowed us to create a
website so that many of you could provide input and
respond to the many threats to the lands. Or perhaps
you first got involved when we asked for help to buy
Lamb’s Inn? Once the first stagecoach building in Upper
Canada, this historic landmark has become our Village
Hub, allowing us to provide a gathering place without
building on the sensitive lands of the Reserve. For sure
you will recall last Fall's major push to raise the funds

By Patti Leather
Director of Development and Community Relations,
rare Charitable Research Reserve

Posters from the "rare to me" campaign of 2005.

necessary to buy the 93 acres that now provide a buffer to
Indian Woods, our old-growth forest.

So where are we now? The flow of recent gifts coming in to
support our September 25" 2011 Walk for rare are moving
us closer every day to $10.5 million. That's right: well over
half-way there. And the mini-campaign in progress now is
to Open the Door to Environmental Education and help us
get Every Child Outdoors through our Chain of Learning,
one that begins with the most senior scientists who do
research on the property, providing insights and the next
set of questions in a wide variety of ecological fields and
then extends meaningful experiences in nature to all
citizens.

With your help, rare: A Natural Investment is doing just
that.

Overview to Date:
« $10.5 million raised from more than 1,000
individual donors

«  Over $2.5 million spent to date to secure and
preserve ecologically significant lands

» Supported Smart Growth & Environmentally
Sensitive Landscapes

» Funded operations since 2001

« Purchased the historic Lamb's Inn & invested in
major repairs

»  Developed and are expanding robust research,
education and community programs
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Trillium Grant a Major
Boost as rare Launches
ECO Centre $1.7 Million
Campaign

he rare Charitable Research Reserve is pleased
I to announce that the Ontario Trillium Foundation

Community Capital Fund has contributed $500,000
toward a $1.7 million fundraising campaign to transform an
1840s Slit Barn and Companion Farmhouse on Blair Road
into the rare ECO Centre. When finished, this new facility
will serve as an education resource centre to expand and
create environmentally-focused year-round programming
for designed to reach populations of all ages and education
levels, providing a way for members of our broader
community to connect with Ontario’s natural environment.
Programs include: Every Child Outdoors; An Agricultural
Mentorship Program for New Canadians; and Peer-Reviewed
Research.

“The support from the Ontario Trillium Foundation is

an incredible boost to our $1.7 million dollar fundraising
campaign, bringing our raised to date total to $1.1 million,” said
Keith Ainsworth, rare's current Board Chair. “Our campaign
team is rolling up their sleeves and we are confident that the
community will assist us in raising the remaining $600,000
dollars needed to finish the project.”

The Campaign Team

Joining the rare ECO Centre fundraising campaign team as
Honourary Co-Chairs, are Mayor Doug Craig of Cambridge
and Mayor Rob Deutschmann of North Dumfries Township
and Community Co-Chairs, the families of Gerald and Carol
Ann Achtymichuk and Paul and Rita Ross.

To send in a donation, fill in form and cut here.

G —

mes — | want to support rare!

Name Telephone

Mailing Address with City and Postal Code
Giving Options

[] !'l'help rare now and every month. | would like rare to
receive my pre-authorized monthly donationof$ ~ to

be automatically withdrawn on the 15th of every month using:

[[] Paymentfrom my chequing OR [] Credit Card
account ("VOID" cheque enclosed)
OR

[[] 1am enclosing my one-time gift of:
$20 S50 $100 $250 $500 or $

Eyes of wonder: Josie, a young land steward in the making, participates
at rare’s 2011 ECO Summer Camp. Photo by Brittany Slugoski.

A Transtrvmation

begins with all of us.

@ Donate online at www.raresites.org or use
your smart phone QR Reader app to scan
@ this code and make your donation directly
from our site!

[] I'have enclosed my cheque payable to:
rare Charitable Research Reserve  Tel. (519) 650.9336

1679 Blair Road Email: patti.leather@raresites.org
Cambridge, ON N3H 4R8 www.raresites.org

[] Please charge my gift to: VISA M/C AE

Card No.

Expires ____ Signature

[] Please add my email address to your list of people receiving
e-news of rare:

[] Please add my name to your list of Founders, to be displayed
permanently at rare upon completion of the capital campaign.
I'd like my name displayed as:




Leadership

Board of Directors

Keith Ainsworth, Chair of the Board; retired CEO former Chairman, COM
DEV International

Gerald Achtymichuk, Family Physician

Paul Koch, Marketing & Management Consultant; Civic Entrepreneur

Peter Krause, Trillium Environmental Consulting Inc.; International Director,
International River Foundation

Brian McGee, Chartered Accountant; Partner, Zeifman & Company LLP

Angela Tsementzis, Architect; B.E.S. B.Arch, OAA, LEED AP

Environmental Advisory Committee (EAC)

Chris Dalton, Avocational Archaeologist, Licensed by the Province of
Ontario

Doug Larson, Professor Emeritus, College Biological Sciences, University
of Guelph

John MacDonald, Archaeologist

Alan Morgan, Faculty Member, Earth Sciences, University of Waterloo

Stephen Murphy, Professor and Associate Chair, Undergraduate Studies,
Environment and Resource Studies, University of Waterloo

Martin Neumann, Supervisor of Terrestrial Resources, Grand River
Conservation Authority

Mark Pomeroy, Fisheries Biologist, Stantec Consulting Ltd.

Bill Wilson, retired Teacher; Naturalist; Bird Monitoring Coordinator, rare
Charitable Research Reserve

Brett Woodman, Terrestrial and Wetland Biologist, Natural Resource
Solutions Inc.

International Ambassadors

Michael Barnstijn, retired partner, RIM; Philanthropist; Musagetes
Foundation

David Buckland, founder, Cape Farewell www.capefarewell.com; director
of Art from a Changing Arctic

Ed Burtynsky, Photographer; subject of award-winning documentary,
Manufactured Landscapes

Severn Cullis-Suzuki, Environmental activist; speaker; television host;
author

Ron Dembo, Founder, Zerofootprint www.zerofootprint.net

Louise MacCallum, retired software engineer; Philanthropist; Musagetes
Foundation

R. Murray Schafer, Composer, Education, Environmentalist

Sheila O’Donovan, Founder, Lisaard House

Jane Urquhart, Author

Morden Yolles, Multi-Award winning structural engineer; restaurateur;
photographer

Archaeology Committee

Chris Dalton, (See previous)
John MacDonald, (See previous)

Education Advisory Committee (EDAC)

Jason Bracey, Teacher, Department Head of Geography, Southwood
Secondary School

Louise Dawe, Teacher, William G. Davis Sr. Public School, community
volunteer

Christopher Giesler, Teacher, Southwood Secondary School

Research Advisory Committee (RAC)

Doug Larson, Professor Emeritus, College of Biological Sciences,
University of Guelph

Stephen Murphy, Faculty Member, Environment & Resource Studies,
University of Waterloo

Campaign and Community Cabinet

Keith Ainsworth, Chair of the Board, retired CEO former Chairman, COM
DEV International

Sheila Ainsworth, Chair, Lisaard House

John K. Bell, Chairman, The Onbelay Group

Greg Buzbuzian, Owner, Knar Jewellery

Stewart Campbell, BlackTree Capital

John English, General Editor, Dictionary of Canadian Biography

Valerie Hall, President, Stonefields Management Inc.

Jackie Hatherly-Martin, Chartered Accountant

Keith Martin, Chartered Accountant, Community Volunteer

Douglas McMullen, retired, CIBC Development Corporation

Simon Poladian, Owner, Eagle Towing Equipment

Joy Roberts, retired, Consultant and Community Volunteer

Hugh Thompson, President, Cambridge Towel; CEO Thompson Centre for
Art and Design

Volunteer and Consulting Advisors

Ken Dance, President, Dance Environmental Inc.
Joy Roberts, retired, Consultant and Community Volunteer

Contact Us!

rare Charitable Research Reserve Phone: (519) 650-9336

1679 Blair Road Toll Free: 1-866-927-3866
Cambridge, ON  N3H 4R8 Fax: (519) 650-5923
Staff Email: rare@raresites.org

Website: www.raresites.org
Susan Whelan, Executive Director

Holly Dodds, Ecological Monitoring Intern

Nancy Duffy, Communications Consultant

Julia Marko Dunn, Land Steward (maternity leave)
Peter Kelly, Research Director

Matthew Lawson, Manager of Education

Patti Leather, Director of Development & Community Relations o
Amanda Newell, Gardens & Building Projects Manager @
Brenda Pearce, Volunteer & Administrative Coordinator FSC

RECYCLED

lan Rowett, Bookkeeper Paper
Laura Robson, Land Management Coordinator
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